Library  of  the  ,  ^^n^  "> 

University   of    North  Carolina  T^^^W^^^ 

Endowed  by  the  Dialectic  and  Philan-  (CJ^r,   <^  t 
thropic  Societies. 


Vi^  Z-S 


'^^^^  {^TS  (t^/T  Q^i'r^  UNIVERSITY  OF  N  C  aV o^  "'^  "^ 

-^>^        00034018198 


>'^-' 


This  booh  must  not 


C<^M^i^^^     ^^  tafcen  from    t/ze 


.'^■'=%'^f^^^^^.l'i>%f^ 


PROCEED  EN us 

OF  TIIK 

THIRD  ANNUAL  ^IKETIXG  oF  THE  STOCKHOLDERS 

OF  Tin; 

Wtstm  M  (![.  liiiil  liaaJ  (!r0iii}ianij; 

WITH  TIlK 

REPORTS  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

18  5  7. 


SALLSBURY: 

r.  J.  BKUNEK,    BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER.  ^"<^ 


* 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 

THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  STOCfiHOLDERS 

OF    THE 

WESTERN  N.  C.  R.  R.  COMPANY, 

WITH    THE 

REPORTS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  CHIEF  ENGINEER,  FINANCE 
COMMITTEE,  &c.,  &c. 


Kewton,  August  27th,  185T. 

Pursuant  to  public  notice  given,  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Eail  Koad  Company,  convened  in 
general  meeting,  in  the  town  of  JSTewton,  N.  C,  this  day, 
at  12  o'clock,  M.  ;  when. 

On  motion  of  ^V.  W.  Avert,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  D.  F.  Cald- 
•well  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  T.  W.  Bradburn  and  J. 
J.  Bruner,  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  Committee  on  proxies  reported  that  114  stockhold- 
ers, holding  1398  shares,  were  represented  by  proxies ; 
and  that  77  stockholders,  holding  1209  shares,  were  per- 
sonally in  attendance. 

On  motion  of  J).  A.  Davis,  Esq.,  the  meeting  adjourned 
until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

T^vo  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Tlie  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  President,  Chief 
Engineer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  and  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, were  called  for  and  read  in  the  hearing  of  the 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  ^Y.  W.  Avery,  Esq.,  the  meeting  proceed- 
ed to  ballot  for  four  Directors. 
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The  Chair  appointed  D.  A.  Davis  and  M.  L.  McCorkle, 
Esqrs.,  Tellers,  to  take  the  vote  ;  and  when  they  had  per- 
formed that  duty,  reported  to  the  meeting,  that  the  Hon. 
D.  F.  Caldwell,  O.  Gillespie,  Jonas  Cline,  and  D.  A. 
Davis,  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  and  were,  there- 
fore, duly  elected — which  report,  on  motion,  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing 8  o'clock. 

August  28th,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday  were  read,  amended,  and  approved — 
When,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  E.  J.  Erwin,  F.  P.  Glass  and  Wm.  C. 
Eewin,  be  appointed  a  Committee  on  proxies^  to  serve  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  stockholders. 

It  was,  also. 

Ordered,  That  Milas  F.  Feeeland,  A.  "W.  Jamison  and 
Chas.  a.  Carlton,  be  appointed  a  Committee  of  Finance, 
to  examine  into  the  Finances  of  the  Company,  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer,  and  make  report  at  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders. 

On  motion  of  R.  F.  Simonton,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  six  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  officers,  be 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of 
this  Company. 

On  motion  of  W.  "W.  Avery,  Esq.,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due,  and 
are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  Hon.  D.  F.  Caldwell  for  the 
dignity,  ability  and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  presi- 
ded over  the  deliberations  of  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due,  and 
hereby  tendered,  to  T,  W".  Bradburn  and  J.  J.  Bruner,  for 
their  services  as  secretaries  of  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  A.  Davis,  the  meeting  now  ad- 
journed, to  meet  in  the  town  of  Morganton,  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  August,  1858. 

D.  F.  CALDWELL,  Chainnan. 

T.  W.  Bradbukn,  )  ^.(...Maries 
J.  J.  Bruner,        ^  ^^ot  etai  les. 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


Office  of  the  "Western  N.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  ] 
ITewton,  N.  C,  27th  Aug.,  1857.      ( 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Western 

North  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company : 

I  submit  to  you  the  following  Report  of  the  progress  of  the  Road,  and 
the  Financial  condition  of  the  Company,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th 
June,  1857: 
Amount  in  the  Treasury,  1st  July,  1856,         -        -        -         $4,086,89 
Amount  received  from  all  other  sources,  from  1st  July, 

1856,  to  1st  July,  1857, 335,790,39 

$339,877,28 

Amount  disbursed  from  1st  July,  1856,  to  1st  July,  1857,     $247,561,88 

Shewing  a  bal.  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  July,  1857,  of        $92,315,40 

The  receipts  in  the  Treasury  have  been  derived  from  instalments  called 
for,  and  paid  in  by  the  individual  Stockholders  and  by  the  State.  The  dis- 
bursements, during  the  same  period,  have  been  made  on  account  of  Grad- 
ing, Masonry,  purchase  of  Iron,  and  other  general  expenses  incident  to  the 
building  of  thte  Road.  Reference  may  be  had  to  the  Report  of  the  Trea- 
surer, which  has  been  examined  and  verified  by  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
and  will  be  laid  before  you  for  a  more  detailed  statement  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Company. 

Two  Instalments  of  20  per  cent,  each,  in  addition  to  the  original  5  per 
cent,  demanded  by  the  Charter,  have  been  called  for,  and  payments  have 
been  made  thereon,  by  the  individual  Stockholders,  with  as  much  prompt- 
ness as  could  have  been  expected  under  the  circumstances.  The  Charter 
of  001-  Company  seems  to  contemplate,  indeed,  expressly  authorises,  the 
payment  of  subscriptions  of  stock  in  work  and  labor,  and  most  of  our 
Stockliolders  are,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in  grading  con- 
tracts at  this  time,  or  expect  to  become  so ;  of  course,  therefore,  the 
amount  received  on  the  second  and  third  instalments  have  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  paid  by  individuals  in  work  and  labor ;  and  considering  the  unu- 
sual scarcity  of  provisions  during  the  present  year,  and  the  sickness  pre- 
vailing at  some  localities  on  the  fine  of  Road,  it  has  been  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise, as  well  as  of  congratulation,  that  there  has  been  so  much  punctuali- 
ty observed  in  making  payments. 
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I  had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting, 
that  the  contracts  for  Grading,  Sills  and  Masonry,  had  been  let  at  the  En- 
gineer's estimates,  from  Salisbury  to  a  point  near  Statesville,  and  that 
the  line  of  Road  from  Statesville  to  the  Catawba  River  had,  at  a 
subsequent  letting,  been  i)ut  under  contract  on  the  same  terms,  that 
L^,  at  the  estimates  of  the  Chief  Engineer  ;  but  that  the  remainder 
of  the  line  from  the  River,  passing  near  Newton  to  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion, would  not  be  let  to  contractors,  for  reasons  stated,  until  after  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.  Soon  after  the  letting  of  contracts  from 
Statesville  to  the  West  bank  of  the  Catawba  River,  contractors  commenc- 
ed work  without  delay,  and  the  same  is  now  being  prosecuted  with  com- 
mendable energy.  The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  Report  of 
the  Chief  Engineer  for  particulars  connected  with  the  progress  of  contrac- 
tors upon  the  above  sections  of  the  road. 

The  amendments  ^>roposed  to  our  Charter  by  the  last  General  Assembly, 
and  adopted  by  you  with  so  much  unanimity  at  the  last  called  meeting 
held  to  consider  the  same,  made  provisions,  as  you  are  aware,  for  the  set- 
tlement of  our  difficulties  with  our  friends,  Stockholders,  in  the  county  of 
Catawba.  The  Board  gave  to  the  subject  the  most  deliberate  considera- 
tion, and  adopted,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  that  one  of  the  alternatives 
presented  in  the  amended  Charter,  which  they  thought  would  best  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  Stockholders  immediately  involved  in  the  contro- 
versy ;  they  resolved  to  locate  the  line  of  Road  on  the  most  eligible  and 
cheapest  route  from  the  River  to  the  end  of  the  Section,  and  extend  a 
branch  road  from  the  main  line  to  the  Town  of  Newton.  Surveys  were 
made,  pusuant  to  this  Resolution,  and  the  main  and  branch  roads  were 
located ;  and  on  the  4th  day  of  June  last,  the  entire  remainder  of  the  first 
section  of  the  Road,  as  contemplated  by  the  original  Charter,  including  the 
branch  road,  was  let  to  contractors  at  the  Engineer's  estimates,  and  the 
Grading,  Sills  and  Masonry,  put  under  contract  thereon,  will  be  in  a  state 
of  progress  so  soon  as  the  contractors  can  make  arrangements  to  com- 
mence operations. 

Whilst  the  amended  charter  may  not  extend  to  the  Stockholders  of  Ca- 
tawba all  the  relief  which  they  hoped  to  obtam,  yet,  it  certainly  makes 
concessions,  and  grants  privileges,  which  indicate  a  spirit  of  conciliation 
and  compromise  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  and  I  am  gratified  in 
being  enabled  to  announce,  that  our  friends  in  Catawba  have  met 
the  question  in  the  same  conciliatory  spirit,  and  with  commendable  mag- 
nanimity have  surrendered,  for  tlie  sake  of  harmony  and  the  cause  of  tlie 
Road,  their  original  demand  in  tids  behalf,  and  accepted  the  branch  road 
in  lieu  of  the  main  line  through  the  Town  of  Newton.  The  amicable  set- 
tlement of  this  difficulty  has  been  a  source  of  profound  gratification  to  the 
Board,  and  will  no  doubt  be  alike  gratifying  to  you ;  and  I  feel  confident 
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that  when  the  excitement,  which  such  subjects  engender,  shall  have  passed 
away,  that  the  persons  who  had  most  feeling  in  this  matter,  will  unite 
most  cordially  with  us  in  pressing  forward  the  great  work  which  lies  be- 
fore us. 

The  Company  are  authorised,  by  the  amended  Charter,  to  open  Books 
for  the  subscription  of  Stock,  by  individuals,  to  the  amount  of  Two  or 
Three  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars,  or  some  intermediate  sum,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  extension  of  our  Road  to  Morganton,  (which  is  made  the  ter- 
minus of  the  first  section.)  when  the  State  shall  have  subscribed  double 
tliat  sum.  Believing  it  to  be  of  the  first  importance  to  secure  the  cheapest 
and  best  line  for  our  Road,  and  that  a  few  dollars  expended  in  making  ad- 
ditional prehminary  surveys  might,  in  the  end,  prove  to  be  the  wisest  econo- 
my, and,  besides,  having  a  strong  desire  to  deflect  the  hne  northwardly,  as 
far  as  the  same  could  be  done  after  passing  the  junction  with  the  Newton 
branch,  consistently  with  the  interest  of  the  Company,  so  as  to  acconimo- 
date  our  citizens  livmg  in  Counties  North  of  the  Road,  the  Board  have 
caused  a  route  to  be  surveyed  from  the  end  of  the  present  section,  up  the 
Catawba  River,  to  the  mouth  of  Ward's  branch,  and  thence  to  Morganton,. 
The  survey  has  been  completed,  but  the  exact  estimates  have  not  been 
made  out;  yet,  such  knowledge  has  been  obtained  as  to  secure  the  build- 
ing of  the  Road  to  Morganton,  on  either  line,  within  the  estimates  hereto- 
fore reported,  and  the  Board  have  caused  Books  to  be  opened  for  an  addi- 
tional subscription  of  Stock  on  the  part  of  individuals  to  the  amount  of 
Two  Hundred  and  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars. 

^  I  need  not  dilate  upon  the  importance  of  having  this  subscription  o^ 
Stock,  made  and  secured  at  an  early  day.  We  all  appreciate  the  eminent 
advantages  to  us  as  Stockhoklei's,  and  to  the  State,  which  would  result 
from  a  speedy  extension  of  our  Road  through  the  Mountains  to  the  Ten- 
nessee line,  and  the  immediate  extension  to  Morganton,  would  be  regard- 
ed as  a  progressive  step  towards  tliat  glorious  consummation.  A  re-sur- 
vey of  the  Mountain  section  from  Morganton,  made  within  the  past  year, 
under  the  order  of  the  Board,  disclosed  the  gratifying  fact,  that  the  entire 
Road  to  the  Tennessee  line,  could  be  built  within  the  amount  originally 
estimated  for  building  the  Road  to  the  French  Broad  Valley,  near  Ashe- 
viile,  and  establishing  beyond  all  question  that  our  projected  line  of  Road 
is  the  cheapest  Railway  route  ever  surveyed,  or  located  through  the  Alle- 
ghany chain  of  ^fountains.  I  invoke  most  earnestly,  your  active  co-opera- 
tion and  influence  in  securing  a  subscription  of  the  additional  Stock  now 
required. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  I  have  contracted  for  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
Iron  to  lay  the  track  for  25  miles,  or  as  far  as  Statesville.  A  cargo  of  1010 
tons  has  been  shipped,  and  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Portsmouth  at  an  early 
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day:  the  remainder  is  in  readiness,  subject  to  our  order.  I  am  advised  by 
the  Inspector,  that  it  is  of  excellent  quality,  standing  the  tests  required 
and  in  every  way  conformable  to  specifications.  Two  Locomotives  were 
ordered  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  intended  to  be  in  readiness  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Iron. 

By  the  terms  of  the  several  contracts  the  Grading  and  Masonry  were 
to  have  been  completed  from  Salisbury  to  Statesville  by  the  1st  July,  1857; 
but  the  unusual  scarcity  of  supplies,  necessary  for  contractors,  and  other 
ima voidable  difficulties,  incident  to  such  operations,  have  occasioned  some 
delay  at  points  along  the  line,  and  must  consequently  delay  for  some 
months,  the  laying  of  Iron. 

The  right  of  way  has  been  secured  along  the  entire  line  except  in  a  very 
few  instances.  Most  of  these  occur  at  Salisbury,  and  its  vicinity,  where  lands 
are  of  more  value,  and  consequently,  are  held  at  high  prices,  and  the  mat- 
ter, for  these  reasons,  has  been  in  some  cases,  and  may  be  in  others,  referred 
to  Commissioners  as  provided  in  the  charter. 

The  N.  C.  R.  R.  Company  have  agreed  to  unite  Avith  us  in  building  joint 
Freight  and  Passenger  Houses  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  and  the  same  are 
now  under  contract  and  will  be  completed  with  aU  necessary  despatch. 
The  Chief  Engineer  has  likewise  contracted  for  the  building  of  such  num- 
ber of  Cars  as  will  be  required  for  the  use  of  our  Road,  at  an  early  day, 
and  they  will  also  be  in  readiness  in  due  tune. 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  accompanies  this  Report,  and  will 
furnish  all  the  additional  information,  not  herein  communicated,  which  you 
may  desire  touching  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the  work 
confided  to  our  charge. 

I  have  had  the  zealous  and  active  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Engineer 
and  his  worthy  assistants  in  promoting  the  progress  of  the  Road,  and 
take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  their  efficiency  and  fidelity. 

The  Treasurer,  hkewise,  deserves  high  commendation  for  his  efficient 
discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Pv.  C.  PEAESOK, 

President  Western  N.  C.  R.  R,  Co, 
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List  oftU  Officers  of  the  TF.  N.  C,  B.  JR.,  on  the  27th  of 

August,  1857,  with  their  duties  and  compe7isation . 


Names. 


Duties. 


Compensation. 


R.  C.  Pearson, 
Wm.  Murphy, 
O.  Gillespie, 
M.  L.  :McCoikle, 
E.  J.  Erwin, 

A.  Henderson, 
D.  A.  Davis, 
G.  F.  Davidson, 
L.  Q.  Sharp, 
A.  M.  PoweU, 
T.  W.  Bradburn, 
W.  W.  Aveiy, 
R.  P.  Simonton, 
J.  C.  Turner, 


President, 

Directors  on  the  part  of 
the  private  Stockholders 


Mileage. 


Directors  on  the  part  of  Mileage. 

the  State. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Chief  En2;ineer. 


$2000  per  annum. 


$1000. 


ENGINEER'S   REPORT. 


Engineer's  Office  "Western  IN".  C  E.  E., 
Statesville,  August,  1857. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 

Western  JV.  C.  H.  R.  Company : 

Gentlemen  : — As  your  Dy-laws  require  an  annual  exhibit  of  the  pas 
operations,  as  well  as  present  condition,  of  each  Department  of  your  Com- 
pany, I  shall  proceed  briefly  to  state  the  duties  performed,  as  well  as  the 
progress  made,  in  the  depai'tment  under  my  charge. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
announcing  to  you  that,  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  your  Board,  a  line 
had  been  located  from  Salisbury,  on  the  N.  C.  Rail  Road,  via  Statesville 
and  Newton,  to  Morganton,  a  distance  of  77  3-4  miles,  the  estimated  cost 
of  which  was  $2,035,069  50 ;  but,  in  the  same  report,  I  also  suggested 
that  another  hne,  leaving  the  located  Une  about  four  miles  east  of  Newton, 
and  continuing  on  the  Longcrier  Ridge,  would  shorten  the  distance  2  1-4 
miles,  and  reduce  the  cost  $176,887. 

It  will  further  be  remembered  that,  in  the  same  report,  I  also  suggested 
that  if  the  Longcrier  Ridge  line  should  be  adopted,  that  then  it  would  be 
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perfectly  practicable  to  connect,  near  the  Horse  Ford,  with  a  line  which 
I  traced,  in  1854,  along  the  valley  of  the  Catawba,  and  thus  obtain  a  favor- 
able line  westward. 

At  a  meeting  of  your  Board,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1856,  I  was  not 
only  directed  to  locate  this  line,  but  to  make  such  other  examinations  west 
of  Morganton,  in  view  of  passing  the  mountains,  as,  in  my  judgment,  the 
interest  of  the  Company  demanded. 

A  corps  of  Engineers  was  at  one  put  in  the  field,  west  of  Morganton, 
for  the  latter  ser\ace.  A  report  of  their  proceedings,  with  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  your  Road,  fully  completed  and  equipped  to  the  French  Broad 
River,  and  thence  to  the  Tennessee  line,  is  herewith  submitted. 

An  amendment  to  your  charter,  passed  by  the  last  Legislature,  and  sub- 
sequently adopted  by  your  Company,  fixes  Morganton  as  the  terminus  of 
the  first  section,  and  authorises  the  Company  to  either  locate  the  Road 
within  2  1-2  miles  of  the  town  of  Newton,  or  locate  a  Branch  Road  not 
exceeding  3  miles  in  length,  or  release  to  the  Stockholders  of  the  town  of 
Newton  their  subscription  to  the  Road. 

By  your  authority,  the  Longcrier  Ridge  line,  with  a  Branch  Road  to 
Newton,  near  3  miles  in  length,  has  been  bcated  and  adopted,  thereby 
saving  to  the  Company  $155,000  over  the  former  location. 

On  the  3rd  day  of  June  last,  15  miles  (in  addition  to  the  Branch  to  New- 
ton) of  the  Graduation,  Masonry  and  Cross-ties,  of  the  Road  were  contrac- 
ted for  at  equitable  prices,  making  the  whole  distance  from  Salisbury  52.2 
miles,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  when  equipped  with  Locomotives  and 
Cars,  and  a  suitable  number  of  Ware-houses,  Car  and  Engine-houses,  Avith 
wells.  Wood  and  Water  Stations,  and  other  contingencies,  is  $1,200,000, 
Uie  amount  already  subscribed  for  the  completion  of  this  portion  of  tiie 
Road. 

In  relation  to  the  construction : 

The  Masonry,  which  should  always  precede  the  Graduation,  but  is  often 
raeglected,  to  the  prejudice  and  injury  of  the  Road,  has  here  been  prosecu- 
ted with  much  energy  and  perseverance. 

And  it  afibrds  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  all  the  Masonry  be- 
tween Salisbury  and  Statesville  has  been  finished,  whilst  that  west  of 
Statesville,  includmg  the  Catawba  River  Bridge,  is  under  contract,  and  fair 
progress  made. 

The  following  statement  of  the  number  and  description  of  the  different 
structures,  may  not  be  without  interest. 

1st.  The  Viaduct  over  Grant's  Creek  is  substantially  built  of  granite  of 
stiperior  quahty ;  it  is  1G6  feet  in  length,  and  33  feet  from  surface  of  water 
to  grade.  The  water-way  consists  of  two  arched  spans,  of  fifty  feet  each, 
resting  upon  abutments  with  an  intermediate  Pier,  and  each  being  the 
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segment  of  a  circle  of  36  feet  radius,  it  is,  consequently,  ten  feet  above 
the  springing  line  to  the  intrados  of  the  arch.  This  is  a  handsome  and  dv!- 
rable  structure,  Ibunded  upon  rock,  and  built  at  a  moderate  cost. 

2d.  Walnut  Branch  passes  under  a  semicircular  Arch  Culvert  of  14  feet 
feet  span,  132  feet  long,  built  of  granite,  on  a  timber  foundation. 

3rd.  Granite  Abutments  founded  on  Rock,  for  a  Lattice  Bridge  of  125 
feet  span,  over  Second  Creek,  from  grade  to  surface  of  water,  19  feet 

4:th.  Third  Creek — Abutments  of  granite,  founded  on  Rock,  for  Bridge 
of  125  feet  span,  32  feet  above  water  surface.  The  Masonry  in  all  the«} 
structures  has  been  completed,  and  reflects  credit  upon  the  contractors. 

5th.  The  second  crossing  of  Third  Creek  is  a  Viaduct  250  feet  in  length? 
founded  on  Rock,  and  consists  of  five  semicircular  Arches,  four  of  34  feet 
span,  and  one  of  GO  feet  span,  60  feet  from  snrlace  of  water  to  grade,  Gran- 
ite Abutments  and  Piers,  with  Brick  Arcbes. 

6th.  Back  Creek  Viaduct  is  89  feet  in  length,  founded  on  Rock,  having 
three  spans  of  20  feet  each,  also  semicircular  Arches  of  Granite,  33  feet 
above  surface  of  water. 

7th.  Fifth  crossing  of  Clark's  Creek,  requiring  tliree  semicircnlar  Ai'ch 
Culverts  and  two  Girder  Bridges. 

8th.  Bufialoe  Shoal  Creek  will  be  crossed  by  a  Bridge  consisting  of 
Stone  Abutments,  and  a  Lattice  of  125  feet  span,  22  feet  above  water  sur- 
face, all  on  Rock  foundation. 

9th.  The  Catawba  River  will  also  be  crossed  by  a  Bridge,  consisting  of 
lour  spans  of  135  feet  each,  Abutments  and  Piers  of  Granite,  on  Rock 
foundations,  fi-om  grade  to  watc-r  surface  48  feet. 

10th.  Maclin's  Creek — a  Viaduct  of  tlu-ee  semicircular  Arches  of  Granite 
to  wit,  one  of  50  feet,  and  two  of  34  feet  span,  resting  on  Abutments  and 
Piers  of  Granite,  on  Rock  foundations,  from  surface  of  water  to  gi-ade,  45 
teet. 

You  will  perceive  that  six  of  these  structures  only  require  a  wooden 
superstructure,  whilst  eight  are  built  entirely  of  indestructible  material, 
and,  therefore,  free  from  all  risks  of  fire. 

The  Graduation  of  the  Road  bed  for  that  part  of  the  line  between  Salis- 
bury and  States ville,  was,  by  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  to  have  been 
completed  by  the  1st  of  July,  1857. 

This,  I  regret  to  state,  has  not  been  done,  but  is  attributable  to  unfore- 
seen difficulties,  owing  first,  to  the  extraordinary  high  prices  which  labor 
and  provisions  commanded,  and  especially  on  account  of  the  gi-eat  scarcity 
of  the  latter;  and  again,  the  very  remarkably  cold  and  long  continued 
winter  greatly  retarded  the  progress  and  efiiciency  of  tlie  operations. 

But  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  add  that,  notwithstanding  the  pressure  of 
the  times,  tlie  contractors  have,  with  a  becoming  firmness,   not  only  not 
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relaxed  their  energies,  but  pushed  on  with  a  proud  determination  to  over- 
come all  difficulties,  even  whilst  tliose  on  some  other  Roads  have  suspend- 
ed operations. 

Nineteen  of  the  25  miles  of  this  part  of  the  Road,  are  now,  or  will,  in  a  few 
weeks,  be  ready  for  the  Iron ;  and  the  remaindei-,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, will  be,  in  a  short  time  thereafter. 

That  part  of  the  Road  between  Statesville  and  the  Catawba  River,  be- 
ing 12.2  miles,  is,  by  the  terms  of  contract,  to  be  completed  by  the  1st  of 
January,  1858.  About  six  miles  have  been  graded,  and  the  remainder 
will  be  vigorously  prosecuted  to  completion. 

Upon  that  part  of  the  hne  west  of  the  River,  in  Catawba  County,  re- 
cently put  under  contract,  but  little  has  been  done  except  by  way  of  pre- 
paration. 

The  contracts  being  generally  awarded  to  gentlemen  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  it  is  expected  that  they  will  commence  active  operations 
during  the  ensuing  month.  But  whilst  tliis  delay  may  subserve  their  con- 
venience, by  a  vigorous  prosecution  after  commencement,  it  will  be  no 
detriment  to  the  Company ;  for  if  the  progress  of  the  past,  under  such  em- 
barrassing circumstances  as  a  hard  winter,  high  prices  of  provisions  and 
labor,  be  any  evidence  of  the  future,  may  we  not  confidently  expect  that, 
with  the  present  abundant  harvest,  the  whole  energy  of  the  contractor 
will  be  greatly  revived  and  stimulated  to  more  extraordinary  exertions? 

.  The  Cross-Ties  for  the  Road  from  Salisbury  to  the  Catawba  River,  have 
been  gotten  under  contract — a  large  proportion  of  them  delivered.  They 
are  generally  a  superior  lot  of  sills,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  any  Road  in  the  Union. 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  tons  of  Iron  have  been  purchased,  one  thous- 
and of  which  are  daily  expected  at  the  wharf,  and  simultaneously  with  the 
contracts  for  Iron,  contracts  for  two  Locomotives,  one  for  Freight,  and  the 
other  for  passengers,  were  made,  to  be  built  according  to  specifications. 
These,  the  Swannanoa  and  Catawba,  have  been  delivered.  They  are  ma- 
chines of  superior  finish  and  workmansliip,  and  highly  creditable  to  their 
builders. 

For  Freight  and  Baggage  Cars,  a  contract  has  been  made  to  build  al} 
the  Company  may  require  during  tlie  next  three  years.  This  is  being 
done  at  a  Factory  built  on  the  Company's  land,  in  the  town  of  Salisbury, 
and  under  the  direction,  and  subject,  at  all  times,  to  the  inspection  of  this 
Department.  I  hope  thus  to  secure  good  Cars,  of  uniform  size  and  appear- 
ance, combining  all  the  modern  improvements,  at  a  moderate  cost. 

By  your  authority,  also,  an  agreement  with  the  North  Carolina  Rail 
Road  Company  has  been  made,  to  build  joint  Freight  and  Passenger  Houses 
at  SaUsbury.  These  buildings  have  been  contracted  for,  and  are  now  Ln 
process  of  construction. 
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Contracts  have  also  been  made  for  erecting  Ware-houses  at  Statesvillc, 
Newton,  and  intermediate  points. 

You  will,  therefore,  perceive  that  we  may  soon  begin  to  lay  down  the 
Iron,  and  before  the  next  anniversary  of  your  organization  rolls  round,  I 
can  confidently  expect  that  the  reverberations  of  the  shrill  whistle  of  the 
Locomotive  will  greet  you  along  tlie  valley  of  the  Catawba. 

Your  Road  has  now  been  located  and  put  under  contract,  as  far  as 
$1,200,000,  the  amount  originaDy  subscribed,  will  build  and  equip  it  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  original  charter.  The  amended  charter  pro- 
vides for  extending  it  to  Morganton,  and  terminating  the  first  section  at 
that  place,  twenty-three  miles  beyond  the  present  terminus.  But  before 
tills  can  be  done,  it  also  provided  that  the  line  shall  be  located,  and  an  es- 
timate of  the  cost  made.  This  had  previously  been  done,  but  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Longcrier  Ridge  Line,  and  your  order,  I  was  enabled  to  pre- 
sent to  you  a  choice  of  hues — as  between  the  Ridge  line  and  the  River 
line — the  location  of  the  latter  having  just  been  made. 

I  herewith  present  you  a  map  showing  all  the  lines  with  their  profiles ; 
also  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  each ;  but  as  the  diflerence  is  small,  I 
should  regard  the  lines,  so  far  as  the  cost  is  concerned,  as  about  equal. 
In  order  to  get  a  near  a  approximation  to  the  actual  cost  by  determining 
the  character  of  tlie  excavations,  I  have  caused  borings  of  each  line  to  be 
made,  and  the  estimates  corrected  accordingly. 

The  River  Line  leaves  the  Ridge  Line  about  li  miles  east  of  Hale's 
Store,  and  crossing  near  the  forks  of  Horse  Ford  Creek,  descends  to  the 
River  near  the  head  of  the  Horse  Ford  Shoal,  a  distance  of  four  miles  ; 
thence  up  on  the  south  side  of  the  River,  crossing  consecutively  Drowning 
Creek,  Jumping  GruUy,  Cold  Water,  Bridge  Creek  and  the  Double  Branch- 
es to  Ward's  Branch;  thence  up  the  valley  of  this  stream  to  the  Ridge,  sepa- 
rating it  from  Jewel  Branch,  thence  down  it  to  a  point  at  which  it  inter- 
sects the  Ridge  Line.  Here,  another  choice  of  lines  may  be  had,  either  to 
run  to  Morganton  by  the  continuation  of  the  Ridge  Line,  running  on  the 
north  side  of  Jewel  Branch;  and  crossing  Hunting  Creek,  near  R.  C.  Pear- 
son's mill,  or  by  the  continuation  of  the  River  Line,  which  runs  along  the 
spurs  on  the  south  side  of  Jewel  Branch,  and  crossing  Hunting  Creek  a 
few  hundred  feet  above  the  Stage  Road  Ford. 

The  location  of  the  River  Line  is  such  as  to  fix  the  Grade  at  least  throe 
feet  above  the  freshet  of  1826,  which  is  higher  than  any  other  on  record. 
This  line  also  mns  through  the  Island  at  the  Devil's  Shoal,  at  which  point 
we  shaU  have  to  incur  extraordinary  expense  to  render  it  secure.  But  our 
estimate  contemplates  a  practicable,  safe  and  sure  Hne,  in  every  respect, 
and  to  cross  the  various  water-courses  above  enumerated,  the  estimate 
provides  for  substantial  stone  viaducts  on  rock  foundations. 
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I  have  been  enabled  to  preserve  and  not  exceed  our  maximum  grade 
of  53  feet  to  the  mile  on  all  these  lines ;  yet  they  differ ;  the  Ridge  Line 
presents  an  undulating  grade,  whilst  the  River  Line  has  long  reaches  of 
comparatively  level  grade,  but  the  descent  to,  and  ascent  from,  the  River. 
is  each  a  long  stretch  of  maximum  grade. 

In  curvature  the  Ridge  Line  no  where  exceeds  our  minimum  radius  of 
14:32  feet,  Avhilst  the  River  Line  has,  at  a  few  points,  a  curvature  of  716 
feet  radius  ;  but  this,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  occurs  only  in  fitting  the 
line  around  the  points  of  some  of  the  Rock  Bluffs,  in  order  to  cheapen  it. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  First  Section,  extending  from  Salis- 
bury to  Morganton,  which,  by  the  River  Line,  is  75.65  miles,  but  for  con- 
venient reference,  I  will  submit  it  in  two  divisions. 

1st  Division,  extending  from  Salisbury  to  point  of  divergence  of  River 
and  Ridge  Lines,  near  Hale's  Store,  distance  52.2  miles. 

Graduation,  Masonry,  Bridge  Super,  and  Cross  Ties,     -      -  $634,141 

10  per  cent,  on  above  for  Contingencies,           -         .           _  63,414 

Engineering  and  General  Superintendence,         _         .         _  •  37^000 

Iron  for  Superstructure  and  layuig  down  same,         -         -  336,445 
Wells,  Wood  &  Water-Stations,  Ware-houses  &  Repair  Shops,     55,000 

Land  Damages,         --------  10,000 

Equipment,  Locomotives,  Cars,  &c.,           -        _        _        .  64,000 


Total  cost  of  1st  Division,         -        -        _        .        .         -$1,200,000 

2nd  Division,  extending  from  point  of  divergence  of  Ridge  and  River 

Line  near  Hale's  Store  to  Morganton,  distance  23.45  miles. 

Graduation,  Masonry,  Bridge  Super,  and  Cross  Ties,     -      -     $354,546 

10  per  cent,  on  above  for  Contingencies,         -        -         -     -  35,454 

Engineering  and  General  Superintendence,         _         _          -  20,000 

Iron  for  Superstructure  and  laying  down  same,         -         -  175,570 
Wells,  Wood  &  Water-Stations,  Ware-houses  &  Repair  Shops,     20^000 

Land  Damages,         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -  5,212 

Equipment,  Locomotives,  Cars,  &c.,    -----  47,400 


Total  cost  of  2nd  Divison,         -         -        -        -        -         -     $658,182 

loialQQsioi  First  Section,        -----         -$1,858,182 

This  is  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Road  from  Salisbury  to  Morganton 
when  fully  equipped  and  provided  with  the  necessary  Ware-houses,  Wells, 
Wood  and  Water-Stations,  Engines,  Houses  and  Repair  Shops ;  and  this 
sum  also  includes  an  ample  allowance  for  contingencies.  I  can,  therefore. 
confidently  recommend  it  to  you. 

Six  Hundred  and  Fifty-Eight  Thousand  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-Two 
Dollars,  ($658,182)  being  the  estimated  cost  of  the  line  from  its  present 
terminus  to  Morganton,  one-third  of  that  amoinit  must  be  subscribed 
either  by  individuals,  counties  or  companies,  before  the  State  can  make  its 
subscription  of  two-thirds.  The  Books  are  open  for  that  purpose.  Will  the 
people  of  Western  Carolina  hesitate  ?     A  few  mistaken  men  may.     But 
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that  the  subscription  will  be  made,  and  made  speedily,  I  feel  very  confi- 
dent 

When  this  is  done,  and  the  contracts  awarded  for  the  work  to  Morgan- 
ton,  tlien  let  it  be  known  to  the  people,  and  hke  an  avalanche,  from  hill 
top  to  mountain  glen,  Avill  the  enterprising  mountaineers  come  to  the  res- 
cue, and  demand  of  you  the  location  of  the  Second  Section,  which,  by 
the  terms  of  the  amended  cliarter,  terminates  at  a  point  only  ten  miles 
east  of  the  "Western  Portal  of  the  Swannanoa  Tunnel,  and  that  when 
the  cost  of  this  Second  Section  is  ascertained,  you  will  cause  Books 
to  be  opened  for  the  subscription  of  one-third  the  estimated  cost,  that  con- 
tracts may  at  once  be  made  for  the  completion  of  this  Second  Section. 

Should  not  this  be  encouraging  to  our  transmountain  friends?     Is  it  not 

a  virtual  knocking  at  their  Eastern  Portals,  and  extending  an  invitation  to 

come  forward  and  assist  in  the   great  and  good  work  of  unlocking  the 

most  accessible,  best  and  cheapest  mountain  pass  in  the  whole  Alleghany 

Range. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  TUKNEE, 

Chief  Engineer  Western  N.  C.  R.  B. 
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List  of  Engineers  and  Assistants,  employed  on  the  Western 
N.  a  B.  B.,  August  "iTith,  1857. 

R.  C.  McCalla,  )  ^,  „.„ 

Prin.  As\  Engineer.  \  %^^^^  P^'^  ^°"""^- 
Nereus  Mendenhall,  /  <ftinnn       j    u  r     i,  ^  ^ 

Resident  Engineer.  \  ^^^^^^  ^^^  aUowance  for  horse  and  buggy. 

W.  A.  Eliason,  )        „  ,,  „  ,, 

Resident  Engineer.  C 
S.  S.  Kirkland,  \        ,<  „  j^  ^j 

Resident  Engineer.  \ 
"Wm.  Raeder,  )        „ 

Draughtsman.  \  P     '  • 

T.  J.  Armstrong,  /  *i  nn         v 

S.P.Caldwell,  )      <,      ,,        „ 

Rodman.  ) 


TABLES, 

Containing  the  relative  length  of  Tangents  and  Curves,  also 
tJie  rates  of  Grade,  and  whole  nuniber  of  Degrees  deflec- 
ted, upon  the  River  and  Ridge  Lines,  froin  8ta.  2755  to 
Morganton. 

EIYEE  LINE. 


Total  Length 

of 
Tangents  in  ft. 

Total  Length 

of 
Curves  in  feet. 

Total  Number 
of  Degrees 
Deflected. 

Level 

Grade 

in  feet. 

Level 

to 
20  in  feet. 

20  to  40 
in  feet. 

40  to  52.8 
in  feet. 

72544 

51256 

1787 

61150 

3300 

4800 

52600 

Longest  continuous  Maximum  Grade  in  favor  of  Trade  3.24  miles. 
"  "  "  "     against  Trade,  3.98  " 

KIDGE  LINE. 


Total  Length 

of 
Tangents  in  ft. 

Total  Length 

of 
Curves  in  feet. 

Total  Number 
of  Degrees 
Deflected. 

Level 
Grade 
in  feet. 

^®^®^           20  to  40 
20  in  feet.       '"  f««'- 

40  to 

52.S 

in  feet. 

80604 

40268 

9780 

0200 

0700 

13500 

84300 

Longest  Maximum  Grade  in  favor  of  Trade,  1.82  miles. 
"  "  "      against  Trade,  1.33  " 
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TABLE 

Of  Bridges^  Yiaducts  and  Arch- Culverts^  on  1st  Section  of 
Western  N.  C.  li.  Ji.,  exte7iding  from  Salisbury  to  the 
end  of  1st  Division,  near  HaWs  Store — 52.2  miles. 


NAME  OP  STREAM. 


lIGrant's  Creek, 

2  Walnut  Branch, , 

Sl2nd.  Creek, , 

4  3rd.  Creek, , 

■2nd.  Crossing  3rd.  Creek, . . , 

Back  Creek, 

1st.  Crossing  Clark's  Creek, 
2nd.        "  "  " 

3rd.         "  '•  " 

4th.        "  "  " 

5th.        "  "  " 

Bufifaloe  Shoal  Creek, , 

Catawba  River, 


14lMackIin's  Creek, 


2.22 
7.35 
13.29 
14.58 
2T.63 
29.17 
30.70 
31.65 
31.80 
32.16 
32.46 
34.05 
37.12 
39.04 


166 

132 

162 

190 

250 

89 

63 

48 

42 

35 

40 

169 

578 

151 


PLAN  OP  STRUCTURE. 


Stone  Viaduct. 

Arch  Culvert. 

Trussed  Bridge. 

Trussed  Bridge. 

Stone  and  Brick  Viaduct. 

Stone  Viaduct. 

Stone  Arch  Culvert. 


Trussed  Girder. 
Trussed  Superstructure. 
Stone  Viaduct. 


TABLE 

Of  Bridges,  Viaducts,  and  Arch  Culverts,  on  River  Line, 
extending  from  the  point  of  divergence  of  the  Ridge  and 
River  Lines,  at  Station  2755  to  Morganton — 23.2  miles. 


NAME  OF  STREAM. 


1  Leftfork  Horseford  Creek,.. 

2  Rightfork      "                "     .. 
o  Drowning  Creek, 

4  Jumping  Gully, 

6  Island  Creek, 

6  Cold  Water, 

7jBriilge  Creek, 

5  Double  Branches,  . .   

9; Ward's  Branch, 

10  Hunting  Creek, 


to  M  »= 

5S.S 


55.11 
55.1! 

57.7( 
60.6'/ 
63.02 
64.2S 
66.23 
67.04 
68.75 
73.90 


.C  3  ^• 

c  3>2: 


111 

87 
85 
40 
56 
96 
60 
96 
76 
96l 


.:2  OJ  ..^ 
tot-  .-s 
■S  o  > 
33  IS 


2  of  80 
14 
80 
50 
40 
50 
of  IS 
50, 


PLAN  OP  STRUCTURE. 


Arch  Culvert . 
Stone  Vi&duct. 
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REPORT.  FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 


The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a  Committee  of  Finance,  to 
audit  and  Eeport  upon  the  accounts  of  E.  F.  Simonton,  Treasurer  of  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
1st  July,  1857,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow^ing  statement  as 
their  Report : 

KECEIPTS. 

1st  July,  1856.  To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,         -          $4086,89 

"  "         "  "  am't.  due  from  General  Commissioners,       1252,50 

1st  July,  1857.  To  cash  from  individual  Stockholders,         130,535,89 

''  "         "  "      "     State  1st  InstaUment,       -       -       200,000,00 

"-  "        «  "      "     Interest  on  Bonds,     -      -      -            4002,00 


DISBUKSEMENTS. 

$339,877,28 

July,  1857.     By 

cash 

a 
u 

paid  f 

a 
a      i 

or  Grading, 
'     Masonry, 
'     Iron,      _         -         - 

$123,412,87 
39,799,17 
43,145,41 

11 

tL         i 

ti      i 

'     Engineering  &  Gen.  Sup.,  13,700,00 
'     Sills,         -         -        -            6,943,00 

u 

U        i 

li      i 

'     Right  of  Way, 

'     Lime  and  Cement,   - 

-  2,675,00 

-  2.445,00 

ii 
a 
u 
u 

a      i 
a      i 

fr         i 

IC        i 

'     Mileage  of  Directors, 
'     Engine, 

'     President's  Salary,     - 
'     Sec.  &  Treas.  do. 

266,55 

-  8,783,50 

-  2,000,00 

-  1,000,00 

u 

a      t 

'     Freight, 

488,47 

a 
n 
a 

U        I 

a       t 

U        I 
U        1 

'     Office  Expenses,    - 
'     Printing, 

'     Interest  and  Exchange, 
'     Miscellaneous  Accounts 

169,43 
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957,50 
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$339,877,28 

July  Ist,  1857.    To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $92,315,40 

Consisting  of  the  following  Items : 

64  State  Bonds,         .         -         -       -        $64,000,00 
Cash  advanced  Contractors  by  ordor  of 

the  Board,         -----    25,557,77 
Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  -         -      2,763,63 — $92,315,40 

N.  N.  FLEMING, 
A.  W.  JAMISON, 

Finance  Committee. 


